







HACKADAY 


Hackaday is the world's largest collection of Open Hardware Projects, 
Come share and celebrate ail the hardware hacks that keep vintage 
machines alive and in use. 


Hackaday is a proud sponsor of Vintage Computer Festival West XI 


HACKADAY.COM / HACKADAY.IO 




H ello world! Welcome to the Vintage 

Computer Festival West XI. You're about to 
embark on a fantastic family-friendly 
adventure backward in time. 

You will see and touch dozens of historic computers 
from many decades gone - everything from big iron to 
eight-bitters. You'll also experience some creative 
new replicas, modern enhancements, and new retro- 
themed systems. You will meet some historic people, 
learn their insider stories, and perhaps pick up our 
nerdily awesome t-shirt! While you're here, remember 
to tour the amazing museum all around us: they're a 
terrific host and worth a return trip. 

Be sure to talk about us online: #vcfwest 

Happy computing, 

- The Vintage Computer Federation 


Speaker schedule 

Saturday 

• 9:30 - Evan Kobientz: Welcome speech 

• 10:00 - Bob Zeidman: Was Microsoft built from 
stolen goods? Forensic analysis of DOS & GP/M 

•11:00 - IBM 1401 live demonstration 

• 12:00 - Evan Kobientz: Evolution of portables 

• 1:30 - Paul Laughton: Mainframes to Micros 

• 2:30 - DEC PDP-1 live demonstration 

• 4:00 - Bruce Darner: Digital archaeology 

• 5:00 - Kevin Savetz: Save our community's stories 
Sunday 

• 10:00 - Christine Finn: Motherboards and mother 
lodes: Evolving archeology of the digital age 

• 11:00 - IBM 1401 live demonstration 

• 11:30 - Sellam Ismail: Computer shenanigans! 

• 1:00 - Early computer gaming panel: Al Alcorn, Steve 
Russell, and Don Woods 

• 2:30 - DEC PDP-1 live demonstration 

• 3:30 - Lee Felsenstein: Wisdom from a master: Why 
does vintage computing matter? 

• 5:00 - Awards ceremony 



Exhibitors 


VCF exhibitors put amazing effort into displaying their 
favorite historic computing systems. Be sure to visit 
them all, ask questions, play, learn, Tweet, and take 
lots of pictures! Perhaps you'll be inspired to exhibit 
your own pride-and-joy at VCF West XII next year. 

Museum of Art and Digital Entertainment: Oakland, CA 
Microdata and DEC: Jim Stephens and Sherman Foy, Orange, CA 
Southwest Technical Products: Michael Holley, Bothell, Washington 
TheTomyTutor Family: Cameron Kaiser, Rialto, CA 
IBM 1130: Carl Claunch, Los Altos, CA 

Early Sun Workstations & Ethernet: Robert Harker, San Mateo, CA 
HP-85 and Peripherals: Marc Verdiell, Atherton, CA 
Living Computer Museum: Stephen Jones, Seattle, Washington . 
Solid-State Monopoly Game: Stephen Casner, Sunnyvale, CA 

(continues on the next page...) 


Seeing the early equipment at VCF is an amazing 
experience. It touches on all the hopes and dreams of the 
time and the many efforts to achieve what others thought 
would never happen. It brings back memories of a revolution 
in the making. The people you meet at the VCF are amazing. 


Steve Wozniak, Apple 









Multics Reborn: Charles Anthony, Startup, Washington 
Tim Jenison’s Early Work: Tim Lindner, Concord, CA 

Vintage Toys & Noise: Michael Hill, Daly City, CA 

Rare Computers From Japan: Duncan Mac Dougall, Santa Clara, 
CA, and Mitch Zollinger, Los Gatos, CA 

Life with Micros: David Henderson, Tempe, Arizona 

Unique S-100 Boards: John Monahan, San Ramon, CA 

DEC Spacewar!: Bob Rosenbloom, Santa Cruz, CA, and Lyle 
Bickley, Mountain View, CA 

Modern Replicas: Oscar Vermeulen, Walchwil, Switzerland 
MOnSter6502: Eric Schlaepfer, Sunnyvale, CA 
AMI EVK 99: Larry Pezzolo, Palo Alto, CA 
Differential Analyzer: Tim Robinson, Boulder Creek, CA 
(continues on the next page...) 


In 35 years the personal computer grew from nothing into 
the most important device shaping everyday life. It should be 
part of everyone’s education to see how it grew and to learn 
from the people who grew it in ways they wanted to see it 
grow. VCF is the place to be where not only the equipment 
can be seen and tried out but, perhaps more importantly, 
where the people who rose to the challenge offered by these 
machines can be met and heard from.” 

- Lee Felsenstein, Homebrew Computer Club; 
Community Memory; Processor Technology; Osborne 





IBM 5100, 5110, 5120: Wayne Smith, La Canada, CA 

The BIGBIT Computer: Gene Falk, Cupertino, CA 

Magic-1 HomebrewCPU: Bill Buzbee, Half Moon Bay, CA 

“BMOW” Handmade Computers: Steve Chamberlin, Belmont, CA 

Analog Computing: Dwight Elvey, San Jose, CA 

TRS-80 Model I & Sargon II chess: Cole Erskine, Portola Valley, CA 

Data General DG-One: Tom Wilson, Palo Alto, CA 

The Amazing Amiga: The Amiga 30th Team 

Adventure: Thomas Conrad, Morgan Hill, CA 

Mechanical Arithmetic: Cliff Stoll, Oakland, CA 

NorthStar S-100: Pavl Zachary, Mt. Hamilton, CA 


As a speaker at the first Vintage Computer Festival, 

I have been delighted to see it grow and flourish, 
VCF is an important institution for computing 
history simply by getting everyone together for 
collecting, sharing, and trading all form of bits. 
Having a forum, gathering, and market for old stuff 
a.k.a. vintage computers and the software that 
made them live is an essential way to preserve and 
expand the history of computing — for some of us, 
the greatest invention. 

— Gordon Bell, founder, Computer History 
Museum; DEC PDP-8 engineer 






Vintage Computer Federation 

Vintage Computer Federation 
Inc. (vcfed.org) is a 501 (c)3 
non-profit organization for and 
by computer history enthusiasts. 
We evolved in 2015 from the 
DNA of related groups. 

In addition to Vintage Computer Festival West, we also 
own VCF East (New Jersey each spring) and we are 
working hard on creating more events. 

We're big fans of online collaboration. We own Vintage 
Computer Forum, which is the hobby's largest discussion 
site. There are thousands of users worldwide to help you 
with whatever niche of vintage computing you prefer. 

We also support in-person meetups through regional 
chapters. Our founding chapter in the U.S. Mid-Atlantic 
region has its own hands-on computer museum! We are 

actively incubating new chapters and partnering with 

existing local groups to join the Federation. 



